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and spread evil reports at Court about him, he
had no little opposition with which to contend
when so many genuine reports of enthusiasm
came to London from the north. He had prob-
ably begun to feel that he had bitten off more
than he could chew in opposing the Cardinal;
and the knowledge that Wolsey*s restoration to
power would mean the loss of his own head
goaded him into something like despair. Never-
theless,, the King was still enjoying the revenues
of Wolsey's deprivations and the French King's
pension to him and was probably glad to keep
him alive. So Norfolk realised that he must bring
a capital charge against the Cardinal if there was to
be any hope of Henry getting rid of him, as in that
event all Wolsey's property would fall to the Crown.
Now Wolsey was out of touch with European
affairs, and he probably did not realise the true
state of things. For Francis had nothing to gain
from England, now that he was at peace with
Charles, and small cause to fear her enmity.
The annulment had been received by Charles
with a better face than any had anticipated, and
it was generally concluded that the three great
Powers of Europe would stand together against
the rapidly rising tide of Lutheranism, The
French ambassador, therefore, was not pleased
with Wolsey's attempt to put a spoke in the con-
tinental wheel; and Agostini, probably out of
fear that he would pay with his head for having
a part in this, so soon as he discovered which way